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CORONAVIRUS — ECONOMIC RECOVERY — FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.09 pm]: I rise tonight to make a brief statement about an 
announcement made by the Prime Minister this week about the post-COVID recovery and about some reports that 
have his full and enthusiastic backing. It will be a gas-led recovery, I should say, led by the National COVID-19 
Commission, which just so happens to be stacked with a lot of oil and gas executives. Therefore, it is no surprise that 
some of the initial objectives post-COVID have come in the form of pro–fossil fuel policies that are pretty much 
a disgrace. I want to read what was outlined this week in an article on ABC online news titled “Federal Government 
threatens to build gas plant if electricity sector doesn’t replace retiring coal-fired power stations”. It states — 

The Federal Government is threatening to build a gas power plant in New South Wales if the electricity 
sector does not commit to replacing coal-fired power stations that are being retired. 

This is pretty shocking, considering this is supposed to be the party of the free market and it is now injecting itself 
into a space that is pretty much being dictated by economic forces that are forcing these coal-fired power stations 
to be retired. Not only that, but economists and many scientists in this world are also talking about the transition 
that we need to head towards. That is a transition to renewable energy—not gas, not coal, but renewable energy and 
battery storage. These are the things we need to be heading towards. It is absolutely shocking that the Prime Minister 
is fronting up taxpayer dollars to subsidise a gas-fired power station that will potentially be a stranded asset. That 
is disgraceful in my view. It is outrageous. It is fascinating that no-one in this place is speaking out against this. 
This is taxpayer dollars. It is absolutely disgraceful. 

Other articles published this week are titled “Government to use $52.9m funding to unlock more gas for domestic 
market”, “Morrison casts dark shadow over energy transition with massive gas intervention”, “Scott Morrison’s 
power plan is nothing but a gas-fuelled calamity”, “Australia should be very afraid of Morrison’s sinister fossil fuel 
decree” and “Liddell report shows Morrison and Taylor exaggerated case for gas intervention”. 

Finally, yesterday, an article referred to corporate heavyweight Andrew Liveris and is titled “Australia can hit net 
zero emissions by 2050 by investing in gas, oil executive says”. That is absolutely amazing! This is coming from 
an oil and gas executive. It is like saying the sky is blood red when it is actually blue. It is absolutely insane to 
think that we are being dictated to by people who have vested interests in the tax dollars that are going towards the 
recovery. The people who have been tasked with ensuring that the health and wellbeing of our community is front 
of mind, and that policies are put in place to protect them, are being dictated to by people who are saying that we 
should burn more fossil fuels in order to reach net zero emissions. That is absolute insanity. 

I refer to a report put out this week by the Australia Institute titled “Weapons of Gas Destruction: Lifting the Lid 
on Emissions from Gas”. This report is important. It makes a number of findings, and I will outline a few of them. 
It finds — 

• When gas is extracted, transported or burned it releases greenhouse gas emissions; the climate impact 
from ‘fugitive’ gas emissions has been under reported in Australia. 

That is no surprise, when the people who are doing the advising are being heavily influenced by people like 
Andrew Liveris. It finds also — 

• Australia’s existing pipeline of 22 gas projects, along with identified and prospective gas resources, 
could emit up to three times the annual world emissions. 

That is crazy. It finds also — 

• Taking a global carbon budget approach to meeting the Paris Agreement goal of 1.5 degrees, Australia’s 
use of gas resources would use up 28% of the global carbon budget. 

That is insanity. It finds also — 

• Compared to the world’s largest corporate polluters, unleashing Australia’s gas resources would emit 
more than double the historical emissions of Chevron, Exxon, BHP and Rio Tinto put together. 

Finally, it finds — 

• The gas industry itself is a major user of gas, burning twice as much gas as Australian households 
and nearly as much as the manufacturing sector. 

In 2020, when we need to listen to scientists, and when we are looking down the barrel of billions of dollars of 
destruction if we have a repeat of last summer, not to mention the three billion animals—wildlife—that were 
destroyed in these fires, it is absolutely galling that the Prime Minister would be announcing a gas-fired power station, 
with taxpayer dollars. That goes against not only the government’s own ideology, but also all commonsense and 
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reason. However, we have silence across the country from all layers of government. That is why it is important for 
us at this time to stand up to these people. If we do not do that, we will have more intense summers and more fires. 
We will have more misinformation. We will have people like Andrew Liveris dictating the recovery post-COVID, 
wasting taxpayer dollars, and forcing us into a situation in which we are left with stranded assets, when the people 
on these corporate boards will leave with millions of dollars in their back pocket, at the expense of Australians. It 
is absolute insanity, and it is up to us to do something about it. 
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